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E D U C A R E
Educare Takes a Field Trip: Critter Lane Petting Zoo

Promoting Quality Care
& Education of
Young Children
If you no longer wish to receive this newsletter, please call our office at 573-760-0212 or email tiffany@sfccp.org.

FOR STATEWIDE TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES, VISIT: www.moworkshopcalendar.org

SAVE THE DATE!!
“Read from the Start”
Presented by Anna Hatridge,
Missouri Humanities Council

Thursday, September 19
6:30-8:30 p.m. (2 clock hours)
Each Participant will receive
5 FREE children’s books!!

talk about timid. Some of the children
went into the goat pen to feed the
goats while some fed from outside the
fence. We saw ducks with wild bushy
hairdos and some really strange
looking chickens. We stroked soft
bunnies. The rain came just as we
were making our way back to the
pavilion for a snack. The animals
seemed well cared for and the staff
was friendly and helpful. I certainly
recommend this park as a day care
field trip destination.
If you are a FOL facility and would like
to join us for our next totally free
adventure, call Educare at 573-7600212.
I can visit your FOL child care once a
month to bring curriculum and
resources totally free.
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Educare of St. Francois County
recently hosted a totally free gettogether for FOL’s (Four Or Less) day
care providers at Critter Lane Petting
Zoo. We had a wonderful time. It
wasn’t too hot. The sky was beautiful.
Best of all, the park wasn’t crowded. It
was the perfect atmosphere for
younger children, low key and gentle.
We strolled along the path enjoying the
day. The children could interact with
the animals petting and feeding or
simply observing, sometimes being
brave and sometimes not so much. We
went into the bird house. Feeding the
parakeets was exciting. The birds
hopped right on the feeding sticks as
we held them tickling us with their tiny
feet. The more timid children watched
from the entryway. They could see but
not feel as though the birds were
attacking them. I did not go into the
reptile house, but everyone else did,
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Summer Reading Program
Educare of St. Francois County will be
participating in the Farmington Library
summer reading program.
On July 17 at 10:30 at the Farmington
Library, I will present a program of stories,

games, dancing, crafts and snack for preschoolers.
All of our local libraries hold some form of summer
reading program. Check out your local library to see
if a visit would work for your child care facility.
—Liz Bennett, Educare Director

Measles Outbreaks On the Rise

ALL TRAININGS ARE TEMPORARILY POSTPONED
DUE TO MS. LIZ BREAKING HER LEG.
WE WILL RESHEDULE AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.
Liam’s Book Review
Liam Bunch, grandson of Bill
Bunch, who is our executive
director was a recent visitor to
the Educare Resource Center.
Liam is a 2019 graduate of
kindergarten and already a very
good reader. He perused our
selection of Mo Willems books.
(You know Mo Willems, the guy
who wrote the Pigeon books
(Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive the
Bus, The Pigeon Needs a Bath,
etc.) and Knuffle Bunny.)
Our young reader said that
while the Pigeon books are very
funny, he prefers the Elephant
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and Piggie stories. Elephant and
Piggie are good books for beginning
readers because the characters
speak in word balloons so it is easy
to know who is talking. Liam says
the illustrations and stories are funny
and he likes that he knows most of
the words.
Liam did not like Leonardo the
Terrible Monster, another of Mo
Willem’s books, very much because
he says there are too many words
he doesn’t know. Maybe he will like
it better next year.
(Pardon our picture overload! We just couldn’t resist with
this adorable model!)

www.sfccp.com/educare
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The
measles
outbreak
seems to be on the news
every night.
It’s a scary
situation, indeed.

Measles is spread by coughing, sneezing or
touching contaminated surfaces. Handwashing is
the best way to prevent the spread of communicable
diseases.

We would be remiss to not
ask, ‘What should we be on
the lookout for?’, as child
care providers.

The contagious period is from 4 days before to 4
days after the rash starts. A child with measles
should not attend day care or any other activities
during this time period.

The first symptoms seem
like the beginning of a cold
with a high fever, watery eyes, runny nose, and
cough. A red splotchy rash appears 3 to 5 days
after the start of symptoms. It usually begins on the
face in the hairline and spreads down the body.

Those who have been exposed to measles should
contact their health care provider if they develop
cold-like symptoms. They should NOT go to any
health care facility without calling first. They will be
kept separate from others to prevent further spread.

Summer Time Fun
It’s summer time! Let’s go outside and get messy!


Have a picnic lunch.



Draw on the sidewalk with chalk and then play in
the water while you wash it off.



Let the kids wash all the dolls and dishes and
cars at the day care.



Take the paints outside — doesn’t matter if they
spill it!

Here are a couple more fun ideas:

MESSY TABLE—It’s a Snow Storm!!
Spray lots of shaving cream onto the messy table
and add a big bag of white cotton balls. Let the
children use the cotton to construct snowmen and
snow drifts. For added fun, add plastic animals and
let the children use the animals to pretend like they
are caught in a snow storm. They will not need any
help extending this into a storyline. What’s even
better about this activity is that when you do it
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outside, the kids can just be sprayed off with the
sprinkler to clean up all that foam! What fun!
TRICYCLE PAINTING
Tricycles are one way to move from here to there.
But, have you ever moved from here to there while
making a beautiful work of art?
Things you will need: Paint in two or three colors,
tricycles, & large butcher paper
It would be best to use washable paints for this
activity just in case a tricycle gets away from you.
Pour a 1/2 cup of each color into the middle of a 5
foot long sheet of butcher paper. Encourage the
children to ride their tricycles through the paint going
back and forth and back and forth until the paper is
filled with wheel designs. After the project is
complete, let the children use hoses and sponges to
clean up the tricycles.
Note: Try using a bed sheet and then afterward, you
have a colorful tent or picnic area.
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