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E D U C A R E
Adapting to the Coronavirus
The Coronavirus has drastically changed so much of this year—including Educare visits! Since the
outbreak, we have used many different methods to serve our child care providers. In the
beginning, we provided services, such as technical assistance, over the phone, through the mail,
and with ‘quick drop-offs’ of curriculum packets and information at the front doors of the
facilities.
In September, Educare of St. Francois County was allowed to
resume day care visits, but they are done outdoors. As
Educare Staff, we always take our temperatures before the
visits, use hand sanitizer once we arrive, and wear masks
throughout the outdoor lessons.
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Now, there is a new challenge! What do we do when it
gets too cold to visit outside and what if it’s raining? We’ll
soon find out! We will be having a virtual meeting with all of
the Educare programs in the state, to brainstorm and come
up with some solutions and ideas.

If you no longer wish to receive this newsletter, please call our office at 573-760-0212 or email tiffany@sfccp.org.

FOR STATEWIDE TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES, VISIT: www.moworkshopcalendar.org

Managing Food Allergies in Daycare Settings
Thursday, November 19th
6:30-8:00 p.m. (1.5 clock hours)
Presented via ZOOM by Estrella Carmona,

Due to our involvement in
the Season of Hope
program, Educare will not
be holding any trainings
in December.

University of MO Extension

This workshop will be conducted over ZOOM. You have the option to
attend a streaming of this training in person at the Educare office in
Farmington, or from your smartphone or computer at home.

To register, please call the Educare office at
(573) 760-0212
Be prepared to provide us with your name, date of birth, phone
number, email address, and MOPD ID to register.

In-person training limited to 10 participants
WWW.SFCCP.COM/EDUCARE

See the insert in this
newsletter to find out
more about Season of
Hope, and how you can
help!

The need for outside visits have caused us to become more creative in our techniques and
delivery of services. We purchased cleanable clipboards for the children to use as a desk
surface and a picnic blanket for when the ground is damp. We have tried to keep our stories and
activities simple because it is hard to pay attention when you are in the big outdoors. Even with
all these changes, we are just so excited to be able to see the kids again!
We have also had to adapt our workshop presentations. The conference room is big enough to
allow for social distancing of between 10 and 15 people. We have hosted in-person workshops
and ZOOM meetings. We have adjusted, as everyone has.
Our November training will be presented via ZOOM by Estrella Carmona from the University of Missouri
Extension office. The topic is “Managing Food Allergies in Daycare Settings”. You can join us via ZOOM
at your home, or with us in the conference room, where will we be streaming the presentation.
Call the Educare office at (573) 760-0212 to register for either version of the training.

Let’s Hear Your Opinion!
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2 — CCDF / Provider
Advisory Groups
3 — “Too Safe?”
4 — Training
Opportunities

Facebook.com/EducareSFC
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Here at Educare, we have been shopping around for a disinfecting fogger to use to
sanitize spaces quickly. Reviews are mixed, and we want to hear from you. Have you
ever used one, or know someone who has? Do they live up to the hype? Do you have
any pros or cons to share? We would love to hear your review!

(573) 760-0212

Please call the office at (573)760-0212, or email us at jessica@sfccp.org to share your thoughts!

(573) 760-0451

8:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M.

or

(573) 431-3173

Monday through Friday

Partially Funded by the Missouri Department of Social Services,
Children’s Division, Early Childhood Section.

www.sfccp.com/educare

Fax:

Too Safe?

CCDF Health & Safety Training

Of course, we don’t want children to become injured under our supervision, but kids still need to be given
creative challenges to overcome, both physically and mentally. I read an article recently that talked about
how sometimes, we tend to protect our children too much. The article was about three little girls at daycare,

(Earns 3 clock hours)

Thursday, November 12th, Educare Office, 6:30-9:30 p.m.

who were playing with chairs outside. The girls lined up the chairs and walked from seat to seat. They
rearranged the chairs into different configurations and continued their game. They double stacked the chairs

ONLINE REGISTRATION REQUIRED.
REGISTRATION LIMITED TO 10 PARTICIPANTS PER SESSION

and moved across them. They jumped from the chairs to the ground, then went around and did it again.
They invented a chair obstacle course! They were thinking, cooperating with each other, and using their

Visit www.moworkshopcalendar.org to register

large muscles. But, admit it, your first reaction would be to say, “Chairs are for sitting. Don’t stand on the
chairs!” The author of the article said that she really had to think about it, and restrain herself from making

The following trainings are available upon referral or request:

the girls stop their play. Child care providers are vigilant about following state and facility safety guidelines,
which can discourage some of this “risky” behavior. We live in such a litigious society that child care




CCBIS TRAINING
CCDF TRAINING
 CHILD CARE SUBSIDY ORIENTATION
 CHILD CARE ONLINE INVOICE SYSTEM TRAINING
 PRE-REGISTRATION ORIENTATION

providers might become overly cautious. It’s important to remember how this kind of play can contribute to
so many different learning experiences. Anyway, it was an interesting article and certainly gives us all
something to think about. –Liz

Season of Hope Needs YOU!

Practicing Kindness

This year’s Season of Hope project will be very different than usual, due to all of the variables caused by the
COVID-19 pandemic. Not knowing what the future holds for our community, the planning group associated with
Season of Hope has decided to distribute gift cards to the families, who will then shop for their children. Please

keep in mind that we hope to go back to the normal procedures next year. We have chosen this gift card option
after a great deal of thought, and given that unemployment in St. Francois County is hovering around 9%, the
project is still very much needed.
At the same time, we are concerned that donations could be affected by the downturn in the economy
due to COVID-19; thus, if you are able, please consider donating to Season of Hope.
If you would like more information on this program, or to learn how you can help, please contact the
St. Francois County Community Partnership via telephone at (573) 760-0212, or via email, at tiffany@sfccp.org .
You can also donate via PayPal at PayPal.Me/SeasonOfHopeSFCCP, or find the link on our website at
www.sfccp.org . Please see the enclosed insert if you are interested in sponsoring a child or family.

In addition to the die cuts shown above, we also
have many other shapes, and various sizes! As
always, remember that our office is open weekdays
from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Please feel free to
stop in and use our die cut machine, laminator, art

waxer, or book binder. These services are available
for a small fee. We are still checking books out, as
well. Please call ahead if you would like additional
information, or if you would like to use any of our
resources, so that we can have them prepared for
you. We look forward to helping you create your
next project!

These days, it’s easy to become overwhelmed with
our thoughts, emotions, responsibilities, and
expectations during our navigation through the
current reality of life. We must juggle so many
things while still being role models to the children in
our lives. This season, take the time to remind
children of what is most important. Kindness.
There are many great resources out there to help
teach kids the value of kindness. Our Educare visits
in the month of November will be centered around
kindness. The simple act of reading a book to
children, and asking them questions along the way,
can help children develop compassion and empathy.
Try reading any of the books listed below, and
asking children if they have ever found themselves
in a similar situation, or had a similar feeling.
Engaging children in conversations about kindness at
any age is a great way to help them become more
self-aware and open with their own feelings, which
will then also help them understand the emotions
and feelings of others. —Jessica
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The Nice Book by David Ezra Stein
How Kind! by Mary Murphy
Kindness Makes Us Strong by Sophie Beer
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