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Seasons Greetings
Since 1999 St. Francois County Community Partnership has coordinated a county-wide effort to provide needy children of St.
Francois County with a joyous holiday season. Last year 1,304 children in St. Francois County were given a much brighter season
because of the donations and efforts from this community. Over the years it has been an incredible journey as friends and neighbors
from every community have worked together to serve low-income families. Many people have given generously to provide children
with warm clothing, toys and gifts. More importantly, this spirit of giving has provided HOPE. Hope that tomorrow will be better.
Hope that our children’s lives will be rich and rewarding. We invite you to join with us in support of “Season of Hope.”
Season of Hope is an exciting and fulfilling community-wide effort to provide holiday gifts for the children of families who live in
poverty, and your willingness to participate makes it possible.
Basically, Season of Hope works like this:

Make a Difference in Your Community!

Season of Hope 2018
Help provide a joyous holiday for a child in St. Francois County.

May Your Days Be Merry and Bright
St. Francois County Community Partnership is a non-profit organization.
All gifts are tax deductible. For more information about Community
Partnerships or Season of Hope please visit www.sfccp.org or call 431-3173.



Social workers and teachers identify and then refer children in need of your help. Referrals are based on income guidelines
and/or knowledge of special circumstances that exist within the family.



Parents complete a list of their child’s needs and wishes.



St. Francois County Community Partnership’s job is:
- to raise awareness and involve the community in toy drives, sponsorship, and donations;
- to coordinate data from several agencies to ensure there is no duplication in order to serve as many children
as possible;
- and to coordinate the sorting, shopping, packing, and delivery of the items to families



Community members may respond in several ways:
- by donating new clothing/toys, or shopping cards for teen clothing,
- by sponsorship (taking a wish list and shopping directly for that child/family),
- by donating cash to be used in shopping for a child/family (We will shop for you!),
- by making a cash donation in honor of or as a memorial for someone.

Season of Hope is accomplished through the coordinated efforts of Partnership staff, school personnel, and many local individuals,
businesses and organizations. This year “Santa’s” deadline for cash & toy donations is December 3rd. On this date we begin the
arduous task of sorting, shopping, and packing items for delivery—so it is important that gifts and funds be available by that date. It
takes two weeks of VERY long days to prepare and deliver your gifts to families. Most of the distribution to families is
accomplished through school personnel, so our goal is to complete our task by the school holiday break, which begins around
December 20th. There isn’t much room for unexpected delays such as winter weather or slow cash flow.
We urge you to carefully consider how you can share in meeting the needs of children and families this holiday season. All gifts are
tax-deductible. Can you sponsor children? Make a financial donation? (Remember, your financial donation can be in honor or in
memorial of someone.) Get your church, co-workers, or another organization involved? Coordinate a toy drive? To get involved
just complete and return the Sponsor Response Form insert. You can be of further assistance by making a copy of the response form
for yourself and then passing along this publication to another caring individual or group.
Missouri’s Community Partnerships are charged with adding value and bringing hope to families. We hope you will join with us
and accept the challenge of making a difference in our community this Holiday. We look forward to hearing from you!
Warmest wishes for happy holidays,
Bill Bunch, Liz Bennett, Tiffany Creamer

St. Francois County Community Partnership is a registered non-profit organization. Your gifts are tax deductible.
Please feel free to share this information with a friend! For more information, visit www.sfccp.org or call 431-3173.
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Season of Hope 2018

The Most Frequently
Asked Questions

280,846

Are You Ready to Make A Difference?

Missouri children
live in families with
income below the
poverty line.

Today, 43.1 million Americans live in poverty, making hard choices between food,
health care, heat and rent. Of those in poverty, 1 of every 5 are children.
In Missouri 21% of all children live in poverty.

Artwork provided by recipients.

In St. Francois County 23.5% of all children live in poverty.

In Missouri 14% of

Make a donation in memory
or honor of someone, today!

the population was in
poverty in 2016.

That’s 826,358 people
below the poverty line.

Season of Hope 2018
Why Get Involved ?

Families who live in poverty daily confront the anxiety and stress of their socio-economic status.
That stress is intensified during the holiday season, a time when parents desperately want to
provide for their children. Children who do not have their basic needs met with adequate
clothing, school supplies, and good nutrition statistically are not as successful in school as those
children of families with adequate income.
In contrast, the holiday season fosters a sense of brotherhood and many citizens feel the desire
to make a contribution to their community. The Partnership seeks to channel this desire into
help that is meaningful for children and families. We have the opportunity to provide some
relief from the constant worry and to raise the self-esteem of a child through the simple delight
of receiving a gift.

“It is the personal
thoughtfulness, the warm
human awareness, the
reaching out of the self to
one’s fellow man that
makes the giving worthy of
the Christmas spirit.”
- Isabel Cumer

The statistics may seem overwhelming, but we CAN make a difference—one family at a time.

“I was so grateful for the bedding & pillows for my son and
grandson. I lost my oldest boy 8 months ago and it’s really been
hard on me & his son.” - Season of Hope Family Served

“Christmas is not as much
about opening our presents
as opening our hearts.”
- Janice Maeditere

“Thank you so very much. This year Christmas just wouldn’t
have been Christmas without the help of the community and
Season of Hope” - Season of Hope Family Served

Adding Value,
Bringing Hope

Season of Hope Facts:
1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Families
Served

208

365

373

Children
Served

755

923

970 1,078 1,272 1,395 1,685 1,512 1,412 1,673 1,597 1,454 1,264 1,385 1,419 1,358 1,356 1,305 1,304

403

509

560

682

612

570

705

629

575

485

477

540

472
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556

536

532

Q: How long has SFCCP been coordinating this effort?
A: Season of Hope 2018 will be our twentieth year.
Q: What is the idea behind sponsoring families?
A: It lends your Holiday-giving a personal touch. You will receive a wish list
completed by mom/dad and have first-hand knowledge of the children’s
requests. It also provides an opportunity for family gifts, such as games or a
family video.
Q: How does SFCCP know which families need help?
A: SFCCP coordinates referrals with the help of Family Support and Children’s
Division, all five local school districts, Head Start, East Missouri Action
Agency, and a few smaller service agencies. The families referred meet
income guidelines or a school counselor or social worker has noted
extraordinary circumstances.
Q: How do we know all donations will be used to serve families in St.
Francois County?
A: SFCCP is funded by the State of Missouri through a grant from the Dept. of
Social Services. Meeting the needs of families in St. Francois County is our
only priority. We are bonded and insured as a non-profit organization. Your
donations are tax deductible.
Q: How do you make sure families aren’t receiving assistance from
more than one organization?
A: SFCCP communicates with other service groups, such as Shop-With-ACop in order to provide services for as many individuals as possible
throughout the holiday season.
Q: What should I do if I know of a family in need of assistance?
A: Contact SFCCP to discuss the matter further. We collaborate with Family
Support & Children’s Division, the local school districts, and East Missouri
Action Agency. All referrals must come through one of these agencies.
Q: Why is the deadline for donations/gift deliveries so early in the month
of December?
A: Unlike Santa, it takes time for SFCCP to shop, sort, pack, and deliver gifts

to so many children. A large percentage of deliveries are coordinated through
the school districts. School districts contact families to pick up their packages
before the children’s winter break begins. We try to allow for “snow days” that
might disrupt our schedule. We also rely heavily on volunteers to help
coordinate this effort; they have families to take care of too.
Q: What if something happens and I miss my delivery deadline?
A: Communication is the answer. Special circumstances call for special
arrangements. Each year SFCCP makes the effort to ensure that every child
in every family is taken care of, even though that sometimes means personally
taking the time to make deliveries.
Q: Why do you ask that we not wrap our gifts?
A: It’s a convenient way to ensure there are no mix-ups. We make our list and
we like to check it twice. We also respect a parent’s desire to present the gifts
as they see fit. Besides, Mom and Dad shouldn’t have to worry that little
Jamie is going to be surprised with a size 6 purple dress instead of the red fire
truck HE requested. You may include wrapping paper, tape, etc., if you like.
Q: My organization is too busy to shop for specific items. What can I do
to help?
A: We’ll do the shopping with your cash donation.
Q: What if four pair of socks is the only thing I can donate?
A: No gift is too small when the need is so great!!
Q: What if I choose to organize a toy drive?
A: Great! Give us a call if you’d like specific ideas. How about a theme? Do
you want to collect Toys? Things with Wheels? Baby Dolls? Story Books?
How about designating your toy drive for a specific age group? Items
appropriate for teens are one of our greatest needs. Please remember,
new items only, as these are holiday gifts.
Q: Can I make a difference?
A: Yes! Last year 1,304 needy children received gifts because people just
like you chose to get involved. It is a challenge to determine who will benefit
more this year: those who will receive or those who will give.

Need Gift Ideas for Teens?? (About half our referrals are ages 10 and up!)
Boys Commonly Ask For:

Girls Commonly Ask For:



Sporting goods: Any sports ball,
skateboard, bats, ball gloves



Hair care products: Sprays, gels, shampoo,
hair accessories, flat iron



Sports themed items (Cardinals,
Mizzou, Blues)



Bath and body products



School-themed shirts and other items



Hunting/fishing items



Headphones/ earbuds, MP3 Players



Headphones/earbuds, MP3 Players



Cute “fashion” socks,



School-themed shirts, gear, etc.



Jewelry, Watches, Wallets, Purses, Bags



Watches, Wallets, etc.



Journals



Nail Care Items (Polish, manicure sets, etc.)

Girls AND Boys Commonly Ask For: Gift Cards to Wal-Mart, JC Penney, Rue 21, Maurices, and Shoe Stores; iTunes Gift Cards, Go Phone Minutes, MP3
Players, Ball Caps, Certificates for FREE goods – Movie tickets, video/game rentals, hair cuts, trips to the Civic Center, pizzas & burgers; Board games;
hand-held electronic games; Pop Sockets (or other phone accessories).

